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United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP)

 Founded in 1972 (Stockholm Conference on the Human 
Environment)

 Legislative Authority = UNGA resolution 2997 (XXVII)

 4 components of UNEP -  Secretariat, Governing Council, 
Fund, Environmental Management Group

 Catalytic and coordinating role on environmental issues

 Headquartered in Nairobi, Kenya with 6 regional offices 
    and various outposted programmes



  

UNEP Location



  

Mandates

UNGA Resolution 2997 (XXVII)

 Keep under review the world environmental situation in order to 
ensure   that emerging environmental problems of wide 
international significance receive appropriate and adequate 
consideration by Governments. 

 Promote the contribution of the relevant international scientific and 
other professional communities to the acquisition, assessment and 
exchange of environmental knowledge and information. 

 Build capacity and promote technology support for undertaking 
national and engaging in international processes for monitoring, 
assessment and early warning.



  

Plone Development Sites 
within UNEP/GEF

 http://countryprofiles.unep.org - Country Environmental Profiles 

 http://www.iwcam.org - Integrating Watershed and Coastal Area Management 
(IWCAM) to strengthen the commitment and capacity of the participating countries 
to implement an integrated approach to the management of watersheds and 
coastal areas

 http://mea-synergy.unep.org - Multilateral Environmental Agreements (MEA) 
Synergies is to strengthen the capacity of African countries to undertake global 
environmental management by incorporating poverty alleviation strategies 

 http://www.wiolab.org - Addresses some of the major environmental problems 
and issues related to the degradation of the marine and coastal environment 
resulting from land-based activities (LBA) in the Western Indian Ocean (WIO) 
region. 

 http://www.iwlearn.net - Sharing best practice and experience from projects 
of the International Waters portfolio of the Global Environment Facility (GEF) 

 http://www.ecomundus.org - An information discovery tool to locate 
environmental data and information held by UNEP partners and other 
institutions 



  

 http://cogen.unep.org – Cogeneration for Africa aims to assist a number of 
industries to become self sufficient in terms of power generation and consumption, 
and also to generate additional electricity which may be available for purposes 
such as rural electrification 

 http://stapgef.unep.org – Scientific and Technical Advisory Panel (STAP) STAP 
provides strategic scientific and technical advice to the GEF on its strategy and 
programs 

 http://greeningtea.unep.org - Objective of the proposed Small Hydro Power 
(0.2MW - 5MW) Program is to reduce electrical energy use in tea processing 
industries while increasing power supply reliability and reducing Greenhouse Gas 
emissions through the removal of barriers 

 http://slm.unep.org – Sustainable Land Management (SLM) website provides 
users with relevant and updated information on land degradation. 

 http://dnipro.iwlearn.org – UNDP-GEF Dnipro Basin Environment Program

 http://dgef.unep.org - Website of UNEP’s Division of the GEF

Plone Development Sites 
within UNEP



  

Country Profiles:
The Vision

An integrated information service on 
environmental matters, provided by a national 
network of key information providers and major 
user groups, that is freely accessible to the user 

community.



  

Country Profiles:
National Networks
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Country Profiles:
Communications Objectives

 To inform national and international users about environmental issues in the 
respective countries

 To raise the visibility of environmental data & information from national 
institutions and present it in a systematic, coherent way

 To engage national institutions with the international environmental 
community

 To encourage each Government to examine their environmental governance 
structure and present a succinct overview of it

 To raise environmental awareness nationally and globally

 Strengthen links with the SOE reporting community

 To encourage partners’ contribution to UNEP’s Programme
     of Work



  

Content of Country 
Profiles

Main elements (modules)

  General Information

  Environmental Governance

  State of the Environment

  Themes

  Indicators

  Systems and networks

  Projects

  Environmental Management



  

Content Sources

 UNEP, UN and international organizations that maintain 
information on countries

 Country level contributors (Government, NGOs, scientific 
institutions)

 Web services (mxmProxyTool) to harvest content from 
authoritative websites

 Note: All sources are acknowledged.



  

http://countryprofiles.unep.org



  

Sample Country Homepage



  

Country Profile Navigation



  

Technical Administration



  

Priority Tasks for CEPIS

 Implement the technical administration system (UNEP).

 Expand the current peer review exercise.

 Identify and engage authoritative international sources 
that can provide harvested content.

 Identify and engage national focal points to maintain 
oversight of all national content.

 Identify and engage national contributors of specialized 
content.



  

 Ensure that national environmental information networks 
have ownership of their own profile.

 Strengthen capacities of national contributors (within the 
framework of Bali Strategic Plan).

 Launch the Country Environmental Profile Information 
System at GC 24.

 Promote the system at national and international levels. 

Priority Tasks for CEPIS



  

Technology Support and 
Capacity Building

Bali Strategic Plan for Technology Support and 
Capacity-building (BSP)

 Endorsed at 23rd session of UNEP GC/GMEF

 Country driven

 Focuses on national environmental priorities and needs 
(not wish-lists of all capacity building  and technology support needs)

 Provides strategic direction for UNEP’s TS and CB activities in function of 
national or regional needs and the implementation of international 
agreements

 Provides a basis for UNEP to play a more substantive role in UNDG and for 
enhancing its cooperation with UNDP, GEF, MEA’s, other UN 
organisations, international financial institutions, bilateral donors, 
non-governmental organisations, civil society and private sector.



  

BSP - Section F: Information for Decision-making calls for a 
number of actions:

 
 strengthen national capacities for data collection, research, 

analysis, monitoring and integrated environmental assessment; 

 developing institutional capacities, staff training and support for 
appropriate and adaptable technologies and methodologies; 

 support for assessments of environmental issues of regional and 
subregional importance and for the assessment and early warning 
of emerging environmental issues; 

 support for scientific exchanges and for the establishment of 
environmental and inter‑disciplinary information networks; and 

 promotion of coherent partnership approaches

Technology Support and 
Capacity Building



  

BSP - Section F: Information for Decision-making 

(UNEP/DEWA services):
 
5. Management of regional and sub-regional environmental assessments in 

developing and economies in transition country regions as well as provision 
of support to the participation of these countries in broad assessment 
processes through coverage of participation expenses, partnerships and 
fellowships;

7. Provision of free access to data and information on environmental 
challenges and emerging issues derived from assessments, indicators, 
scientific assessments, earth observations and information networks;

9. Development and dissemination i.a. through a web-based learning platform 
of tools, guidelines, methodologies and best practices in data collection, 
analysis, monitoring, integrated environmental assessment, early warning 
and information networking and training in the use 
of those tools and methodologies;

Technology Support and 
Capacity Building



  

BSP - Section F: Information for Decision-making 

(UNEP/DEWA services):

5. Advisory services and missions responding to requests from 
Governments to enhance their institutional and technical capacity 
in data collection, research, analysis, monitoring, integrated 
environmental assessment, early warning and information 
networking;

7. Support to  developing countries and countries with economies in 
transition for the development of and participation in networks and 
partnerships of global, regional, national and specialized 
institutions to strengthen the infrastructures for data collection, 
research, analysis, monitoring, assessment, information exchange 
and South-South and North-South cooperation, and 
contribute to institutional and technical sustainability of 
capacity-building efforts.

Technology Support and 
Capacity Building



  

Bali Strategic Plan for 
Technology Support and 

Capacity Building

Some identified needs in developing countries

 

 

 
 

 

   
Preparing 

SOE Reports & 
Outlook Scenarios
Information Policy
Involve decision 

makers

   
Data 

Collection & 
Management 

Metadata
Standards

   

Website 
Development & 

Information Sharing 
Platforms 

- Communication 
outreach

   
GIS, Image 
Processing, 

mapping metadata
Remote Sensing

   
ICT Capacity 
Hardware & 

software training
Internet 

connectivity

   

Partnership 
development & networking 

-national & international
Links with donors 

Project Development 
Institutional 
strengthening

 



  

North-South Partnerships

 Reference – Section F of the Bali Strategic Plan

 European Environment Agency (EEA) – regional and 
national networking structures

 EU Joint Research Centre (JRC) – data and information 
management + scientific exchanges

 Yale University & scientific publishers – on-line access to 
research on environment (OARE)

 ESRI – Geographic Information Systems development
 ???? – E-learning platform



  

Web-related Issues in 
National Environmental 

Authorities

 Lack of ICT capacity – equipment, staff, training, know-
how, tools, standards, etc

 Inadequate substantive content on sites – publicity 
materials (e.g. annual report, brochures)

 Lack of an archival culture – difficult to locate electronic 
files/content resources

 Protective ownership of content resources (when available)
 Continuous staff turnover – legacy ICT solutions neglected 

and not maintained

 Challenge – can Plone development community provide a 
turnkey solution?
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