INTEENAL REVENUE SERVICE
B, 0, BOX 25048
CINCINMNATI, OH <5201

JUN 27 2006

THE PLONE FOURDATION

¢SO0 RAREN SANDLER

SOFTWARE FEEEDOM LAW CENTER
1935 BREOADWAY 17TH FLE

HEW YORE, HNY 1LO0023-0000

Dates

Dear Applicant;

DEFARTMENT OF THE TRERSURY

Employar Identification Humber:
SE-24E6H0Z5
DLK 4
1705315300 7006
Cantact Peraoti:
DEL TRIMBLE ID# 31309
Contact Telephons Humber:
{BT7) BZ®-5500
hoocounting Pericd Ending:
December 31
Public Tharity Status:
L7oab) (1) {a) (wil
Form %50 HEeguired:
Yag
Effective Date of Exemption:
May 5, 2004
Contribution Deductibility:
Tes
fidvance Ruling Ending Date:
Deacembar 31, 2008

HWe are pleased to inform you that upon review of vour application for tax
exempt stacus we have determined chat you are exempt frem Federal incoms Cax
under section 50L(c) {3) of the Internal Revenus Code. Jontribubtions to you are
deductible under section 170 of the Code. You are also gqualified to receive

tax deductibhle beguestsa, deviaes,

tranefers or gifts under gection 2055, 210&

or 2522 of the Code. Because this letber could help resslve any questions

regarding your exempt status,

vou should kesp it in your permanent records.

Organizations exempt under s&ction 501l (¢ (2] of the Code are further clasaified
az either public charities or private foundaciona. During yeour advance ruling
period, you will be treated as a public charity. Your advance ruling pericd
bagins with the affective date of your exemption atd ends with advance ruling
ending date shown in the heading of the lmtber.

Bhortly before the end of your advance ruling period, we will send you Form
8734, Support Schedule for Advance Ruling Period. You will have 50 days after
the end of wour adwvance ruling periocd to return the completed form. We will
then nocify you, in writing, about vyour public charity status.

Pleage ges gncloged Informaticn for Exempt Organizations thoder Section
501 (o) [3) for some helpful information aboukt your responsibilivies as an exempt

orgaplration,

If yvou distribute funds to other erganizaticns, your records must show whether

they are sxempt under sectiom 501 (c} (3]. In cases whers the recipient
organizaticn is not exempt under section 501 () {31, you must have evidence the
funds will bhe used for section 501 (o) {3) purposes.

Lettar 1045 (D000



THE PLONE FOLRDATION

We have sent a copy of this letter to your representative as indicated in your
powsr of attorney.

Ginceraly,
Loia 3. Lernser
Director, Exempt Organizaktions

BFulings and Bgreaments

Enclosures: Information for Organizations Bxempt Under Section 501(c) (3]
statute Extension

Letrer 1045 [(DOSCG)



THE PLONE FOUNDATIOHN

INFORMATION FOR CRGANIZATIONS EXEMPT UNDER SECTION 501 (c) (3]

WHERE TO GET FOEMS AND HELP

Forms and instructions may be obtained by calling toll free 1-800-839-367&,
through the Intsernet Web Site abt www.irs.goy, and also at local tax assistance
Canters .

Bdditional information about any topic discuseed below may be obtained through
our cuatomer gervige functlon by calling boll free 1-877-829-5500,

NOTIFY U5 OW THESE MATTERS

If you change your nama, address, purposes, operaticons or scutrces of financial
supportc, please inform our TE/GSE EO Determinations Office at the followling
addrese: Internal Rewvenue Service, B.O. Box 2508, Cincinnati, Ohio 45201.

If you amend your organizaticonal dogument or by-laws, or dissolve, provide
the EC Determinations Office with a copy of the amended documents, Please
usa your emplover identification number on all returns you file and in a1l
correapandence with the Internal Revenue Service,

FILIKG REQUIREMENTS

In your exemption letber we indicated whether you must file Porm 290, BEeturn of
Organization Exempt From Income Tax. Form 9%0 {or Form 930-EZ) i1z filed with
the Ogden Submission Processing Center, Ogden UT 84201-0027,

You are required to file a Form 590 only if your gross receipts are normally
more than 535,000,

If your gross receipts ars normally bebween 525,000 and 5100,000, and your
cotal assecs are less than £250,000, you may file Form 990-EE. If your groas
recaeipts are over 5100,000, or wour total ssBets are ower $Z50,000, wou must
file the complete Form 280. The Form 990 instructicns show how bo compute your
"mormal® receipts.

Form 290 Schedule A ia regquired for both Form 290 and Form 230-EEZ.

If & recurn is required, Lt muat be filed by the 15th day of the fifch month
after the end of your annual accounting pericd. There are penalties for
failing to timely file a complete return. For additicnal information on
penalties, aee Form 990 insrructione or call our Eoll free number.

If your recelpts are below %25 000, and we send you a Form %90 Package, follow
the instructions in the package on how to complete the limited return to advisse
us. that you are not reguired to £ile,

If wour exemption lettcer states that you are not reguired to file Form 5%0, jyou

are exempt from these reguirements.

Lecrer 1045 (DO/CG)



THE PFLONE FOUNDATICH

UNBRELATED BUUSINESS IHCCHME TAX RETURN

If you receiwve more than $1,000 annually in gross receipts from a regular trade
or businsss yvou may be subject to Unrelatsd Business Income Tax and regquibed
to £ile Form %50-T, EBxempt Organization Business Income Tax Eeturn. There are
gaveral exceptions to thia cax.

1. Income you receive from the performance of your exempt activity is not
unrelabed business income,

2. Incote from Fundraisers conducted by volunkbeer workers, or where
donated merchandise is sold, is not unrelated businesa incoms.

3. Income from routine investmentz such as cercificates of deposit,
savings acoounts, or stock dividends ia usually nobt unrelated business
incomes,

There are gpecial rules for income derived from real estate or othser
investments purchased with borrowed funds. This income is called "debt
financed" income, For additional information regarding unrelated business
income tax see Publication S8B, Tax on Unrelated Businegs Income of Exemph
Organizations, or call our toll free pumber shown abowve,

PURLIC INSPECTION OF APPLICATION AND INFORMATICON RETURN

You are regquired to make your annual informacion return, Form %30 or Form
990-EE, -available for public inspection for three years after the lakter of the
dus date of the return, or the datse the return is filed. You are also required
Lo make available for public inspection your exemption application, any
supporting documents, and your exemption letter, Copies of these documents are
alsoc regquired to be provided to any individual upon written or in parscn
reguest without charge other than reasonable fees for copying and postage.

Tou may fulfill this reguirement by placing these documents on the Internet.
Penalties may be imposed for failurse to comply with these requiremente.
Additional infoarmaticn is avallabhle in Publicacion 557, Tax-Exempb Status for
¥Your Organization, or you may call our tell free number shown above.

FUMNDBRATSING

Contributions te you are deductible enly to the extent that they arve gifte and
ng consideration 1s received in return. Depending on the circumstances, ticket
purchases and similar payments in conjunctbion with fundraising events may not
qualify as fully deductible contributiona.

CONTRIBUTIONS OF S250 OR MORE
Donors must have written substantiation £rom the charity for any charitakle
contribubion of 5250 or more. Although it is the donor's responsibilicy to

cbhtain written substantiaticn from the charity, wyou can assiet donors by
providing a writben statement listing any cash contribution or describing any

Letber 1045 (DO/CG)
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donated property.

This written statement must be provided at the time of the conbribution. There
is no prescribed format for the written statement. Letters, postcards and
elactronle {e-mail) or computcer-gensrated forms are acceptable.

The donor is responsible for the waluation of donated property. Howsver, your
written statement must provide a sufficient description to support the donor's
contribution. PFor additional informacion regarding doner substantiation, ses=
Publication 1771, Charitable Contributions - Substantiation and Disclosure
Eegquirementca. For information about the wvaluation of denaced property, Bee
Publication 561, Determining the Value of Donated Property.

CONTRIBUTIONS OF MORE THAN 575 BMND
CHARITY PROVIDES GOODS OR SERVICES

You must provide a written disclosure statement to donors who recelve goods oT
gervicdes from vou in exchange for contributions in excess of 575,

Contribution deductions are allowable to donors only to the extent their
contributlions excesd the walus of the goods or gervices received in exchange.
Ticket purchases and similar payments in conjunction with fundraising events
may not necessarily qualify as fully deductible contributions, depending on the
circumstances., If your organization conducts fundraising events such as
benefit dinners, shows, membership drives, etc., where scmething of wvalue i=s
received, you are reguired to provide a writben sbtatement informing donors of
the fair market wvalue of the apecific items or gervices you provided in
axchangs for contributions of more than 375.

You gshould provide the written disclogure statement in adwvance of any event,
determine the fair market walue of any benefit receivead, determine the amount
of the contribution that is deductible, and state this information in your
fundralsing materials such ag solicitaticns, btickets, and receipts. The amount
of the contribution that is deductible is limited to the excess of any money
[ard the value of any property obher than money) contributed by the donor less
the walue of gopods or services provided by the charity. Your disclosure
gcatement should be made, no lacer than, at the time pavment is received.
Bubject to certain excepticons, your disclosure responsibilicy applies to any
fundraising circumstances whers each complete payment, including the
contribution portion, exceeds §75, For additional information, see Publication
1771 and Publication 526, Charitable Contributions.

EXCESS BENEFIT TEAMEACTIONS

Excegs benpefit transactions are governed by sscticon 4958 of the Code. Excess
benefit trameactione involve situaticns where a saction 501(c) {3} organizaticon
provides an unreascnable benefit to a person who 15 in a position bo exerciss
gubastantial influence over the crganizaticn's affairs, TIf you believe there
may be an excess banefit transaction lnvolving your organization, you should
report the transaction <n Form 930 or %90-BZ, Additional information can be
found in che insrructicnse for Ferm 930 and Form S90-EE, or you may call our
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toll free number to obtain additional information on hew Co correct and report
this cransackbion.

EMPLOYMENT TARXES

If wvou have emplesyess, you are subject to income tax withhoalding and ehe zoacial
security taxes imposed undear the Federal Insurance Contributcion fct [FICA) .

You are regulired to withhold Federal incoms tax from your smployves's wages and
you are reguired to pay FICA on each employes who is paid meore thao $100 in
wages during a calendar year. To know how much incoms tax to withhold, you
should have a Form W-4, Employes‘s Withholding Allowance Certificace, on file
Eor each emploves. Organizations described in sectiom 501 (¢ (37 of the Code
are nct reguired tco pay Federal Unemployment Tax {(FUTA) .

Employment taxes are reported on Porm 341, Emplover's Quarterly Federal Tax
Beturri. The regquirements for withholding, depositing, reporting and paying
employment Caxes are explained in Circular E, Employer's Tax Guide,
(Publicaticon 15), and Employver's Supplemental Tax Ouide, (Publication 15=A&}.
These publications explain your tax reaponsibilitcieas as an aemployer.

CHURCHES

Churches may employ both ministers and church workera. Employess of churches
or church-controlled organizations are subject to income tax withholding, but
may be exempt from FICA taxes, Churches are not reguired to pay FUTA tax. In
addition, alchough ministers are gsnerally common law employess, tchey are not
treated as emplovees for employment tax purposes. These special employment tax
rulesa for members of the clergy and religious workera are explained in
Fublication 517, Social Security and Other Information for Members of the
Clergy and Religious Workers. Churches should alss consult Publications 15 and
15=8. Publication 1828, Tax Guide for Churches and Religious Organizations,
alpo discusses the various henefits and responsibilities of these organizations
under Federal tax law.

FUBLIC CHARITY STATUS

Every argapnization that gualifies for tax-exempbion as an organization
described in section 501(c) (3} is a private foundation unlese it £alls into one
of the categories specifically exoluded from the definition of that term
[referred to in Bection 508 {a) (1], (2], (3], or (4)]. In =ffect, che
definiticn divides these organizations into two classes, namely private
foundations and public charicies.

Public charities are generally those that either have broad public support or
ackively function in a supporting relationship to those organizaticons.

Public charities enjov several advantages over private foundations. There are
certain excise taxes that apply to private foundations but not to public
charities. & private foundation must also anouwally file Form %50-BF, Return of
Private Foubdation, even if it had po revenues or expenses.

Letter L1045 (DO/CG)
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The Code section undsr which you are clasgified as a publiec charity ia shown in
Ehe heading of yvour exempbion letber, This determination is based on the
informacion you provided and the redquest you made on wyour Form L0OZ3
application. Pleage refer to Publication 557 for additional information about
public charity status.

GREANTS T0 INDIVIDUALS

The following information iz provided for organizations that make grants bto
individuals. If you begin an individual grant program that was not deacribed
in your exemption application, please inform us about the program.

Funds you distribute to an individual a5 a grant must be made oo a trus
charitable basis im furtherance of the purposss for which vou are organized.
Therefora, you should keep adeguate records and case histories that demonatrate
that grants to individuals serwve your charitable purposes, For examples, you
ghould be in a position to substantiate the basis for grants awarded to
individuals to relieve poverty or under a scholarahip or education loan
program, Case higtories regarding grants to individuals should show names,
addresses; purpcsea of grante, manner of sBelection, and relaticnship (1€ anyl
to mambers, officers, trustees, or donors of funds to you.

For more informatcion on che exclusion of acholarships from income by an
individual recipient, see Publication 520, Scholarships and Fellowshipse..

Letber 1045 {DO/SCG)
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Paga 11

Public Charity Status (Continued)

e S09da)di—an onganizaton organired and cperabad axchmivaly tor testing for public aafety.
i S0He)(1} and 17D MARNI—an organization sperated For the benefit of 3 college or university that is owned or

operated by a govemmental unit.

9 Al and 1TEbIKAKvil—an argarization that receives a substantial part of its financial suppart in the form

of coniributions from publcly supported organzations, from a governmental wnit, or from the ganaral pubsc,

h S0a) 2 —an arganization that nommally recefves not mora than one-thied of its financial suppan from gross

L

inwestment Income aod receives mone thian one-thing of its financial suppon from contribubions, membership
fags, and gross receipis from activitles related 1o its exempd Tunctions [Bubiecl o certain excaptions),

A publicly supported organization. but unsure if it I8 dascribed In 5g or Sh. The crganization would like the 1735 o

_decida he comact stalus.

O @A 00

O

If you chiecked box g, h, or f in question 5 eDowa, you mMust request sther an advancse or a definitive ruling by
sEacting one of the boxes below, Reder 1o the instructons to determing which type of ruling yow ane aligibla 10 recalve.

RAequest for Advance Ruling: By checking this box and signing the consent, pursuant o seclion 8507 c)id) of
tha Code you request an advance n@ng and agres to extend the statule of limitations on the assessment o
excige lax under saclicn 4340 of the Code. The tax will apghy only if you do not astablish public suppon stafus
at the and of the S-year advance ruling perod. The assessmend pancd will be axiended for thi 5§ advance ruling
yaars 1o B years, 4 mordhs, and 15 days beyond the end of the first year. You have the right to refuse or limi
the extension to a rulually agressd-upan paccd of lime or ssuss). Publication 1035, Edending the Tax
Aszazament Perod, provides a more deteled explanation of your rights and the consequences ol e choices
you make. You mgy obtain Publication 1035 free of charge from the IRS web site at www.is.gov or by celiing
toll-free | -BO0-E29-3676. Sigming this corsent will rot deprive you of any appeal righis o wivch you would
ctherwise e antitbad. I wou dacide not to extend the statute of limitetions, you are not sligible for an advance
rullng

For Organization

A e paubveit 23 e u
Dl

':Elm.nm OF Oficar, [ifacher, THeslan, of o [T¥ER 0 piim nama ol -g-'n:}

authurizod offio] Executive Director and Secretary

[Typs or prirg 16e or gudodly of signen

b

For Dirscior, Exerrgd Organizati

s (:zﬁ,uu.._.- JUN 2 7 2006

Reguest for Definitive Ruling: Chack this box if you have completed one tax vear of ot least 8 full months and
you are reguasting a definitve ruling. Te confirm your public suppor status, answer fine Bb{) i yvou checked box

g in line § above. Answar Bina Ghili) # you checleed box b in line 5 sbove. If you chechkad box | in line 5 above,
answer both lines Sbii) and (il

{i} {8} Enter 2% of line &, colurnn (&) on Part K-A Statlemen] of Revemees and Expenses.

fb) Attach a fist showing the nams and amount contributed by each persan, compeEny, or onganizaton whose
gifts fotaled more than the 2% amounl. IF tha answer is "Mone,” check this box

{ilj {8} For sach year amounts are includad on lines 1, 2, and 3 of Part 0-A. Statement of Fevenues snd

Eupnses, attach a list showing the names of and emownt recaived from sach disgualified person. | the
answiar is “None,” check this box

(b} For each yasr amounts are ncluded on ing 8 of Part X-A Stafement of Revenues and Expenses, attach
a list showing the name of and amount received from each payes, other than a disguailied person, whoss
payrments wiete mana than the larger of (1) 1% of line 10, Part 1X-A, Statament of Rewsnues and
Expenses, or (2) 35,000, I the anawes & “Mone,” chack this box.

Did you receles any unusual gramts durng eny of the years shown on Part [$-A Statement of B Yes
Reveriues and Expansas? If "Yes," attach a list inciuding the name of the contributor, tha dete end
gmount of the gant, a brie! description of B grant, and axsiain why it 5 umesual

[ No

Form 1023 Rew 102000



